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even jesting with his executioners in his last moments.   His ideas of
government and citizenship were far in advance of his time.
(n) This general was a man of handsome appearance and agree-
able manners.* But he was selfish and miserly, often stooping to under-
hand practices to gain his ends. As a soldier he was brilliant, and in
spite of the strict discipline which he habitually kept he was almost
worshipped by his men. In battle he never lost hif head. He was
impassive before victory, before danger, and before defeat.
(12)  This young lady had a sweet and amiable disposition, and she
was unusually accomplished and learned for her times.   She had no
desire to become a ruler and, indeed, fainted when she heard that
she had been proclaimed queen.   Her greatest delight was to sit at
home in" a window-seat and read her beloved Plato.   She died by the
executioner's axe and met her fate bravely.
(13)  This statesman was pale in complexion with intensely dark
eyes and coal-black hair, which he wore in well-oiled ringlets.   He
always dressed in the height of fashion and was thought of by some
of his opponents as an absurd fop.   When he spoke in public his
gestures were often theatrical and extravagant.   He endeavoured to
teach his party to trust the people and to do everything possible to
promote the greatness of the Empire.
(14)  This red-bearded, gay-hearted sailor was a splendid com-
mander in a fight, careful in preparation and quick in execution, but
he often lost his temper and swore great oaths.   He was a strict dis-
ciplinarian and had a short way with mutineers.  Many of his practices
at sea would be condemned to-day.  He was good to those who were
loyal to him and chivalrous to his country's enemies, much as he
detested the nation to which they belonged.
(15)  This king was tall and handsome and somewhat corpulent.
He was a good and kind husband.  As a king he" was a firm ruler and
did justice fearlessly.   Though he was not cruel by nature, he was
merciless to his enemies and "stark to those that withstood his will."
His great passion was for the chase, and it is said that "much he
loved the tall deer as though he had been their brother."
(16)  This queen was small in stature and with no pretensions to
beauty.  She was a conscientious and hard-working ruler.   Her devo-
tion to her duty as wife, mother, and queen was exemplary.   She
brought up her children carefully, some say with too little freedom.
She had strong prejudices which prevented her from working easily with
some of her Ministers.   But she gained the respect of her people, and
when she died after a long reign their grief was widespread and sincere.
.(17) This famous churchman and statesman was a clever and
powerful man. His greed was extraordinary, and his pride and
arrogance colossal. Yet he lived like a prince, exacting a servile
obedience from those about him. In the end he lost most of his high
offices and died a humble and contrite man.
(18) This soldier was daring, obstinate, and masterful as a boy
and with a genius for mischief. He was shipped off abroad at eighteen
as untamable. But he rose to Become a great ruler in the country
he was sent to. At first he acted unwisely in accepting bribes, and